PE, School Sport and Club Links 

The Government is working to help sport to increase the proportion of young people moving from School Sport Partnerships to membership of governing body-affiliated amateur sports clubs.

 

The percentage of 5 to 16 year-olds from School Sport Partnership schools that are members of, or participate in, such clubs stands at 14% (2002). The Club Links Programme aims to increase this to 20% by 2006. 

 

It will do this by establishing links at local level between School Sport Partnerships, County Sport Partnerships and governing bodies.  

 

The national strategy for PE, school sport and club links (PESSCL) was announced by the Prime Minister in October 2002 and launched in April 2003. The Government is putting £459 million into the Programme between 2003 and 2006, against an ambitious DCMS/DfES Public Service Agreement target. It is from this £459 million that the Club Links Programme is funded.

 

PESSCL will create a new national infrastructure for PE and school sport, improve the quality of teaching and increase the numbers of children going on to join amateur sports clubs.  It comprises eight programmes:

· specialist sports colleges are creating local centres of best practice; 

· School Sport Partnerships are building families of schools – typically around a specialist sports college – which enhance sports opportunities for local communities; 

· the Professional Development Programme will give teachers and other adults the necessary skills to deliver high-quality PE and school sport; 

· the Club Links Programme will build on existing arrangements for guiding young people from school sport to community sports clubs; 

· Step into Sport encourages young people to volunteer for sports leadership; 

· the Gifted & Talented Programme will provide opportunities for young people with a real flair for sport; 

· the Swimming Programme is ensuring that more children can swim 25 metres by the age of 11; and 

· the QCA Investigation is exploring new approaches to PE and school sport.

British Cycling's Coaching and Club Development Department has contributed to the PESSCL strategy through the Go-Ride Primary School Club Links Programme, which used British Cycling qualified coaches from local Go-Ride Community Clubs to deliver a half-day of coaching activity based at the school. Each child was introduced to the club coaches through the activity and was given an invitation to come along to the club and get involved in regular coaching and competition at the club venue.

Creating links between schools and clubs is beneficial for both parties. When a school and sports club are working well together, they:

· talk to each other and respect each other

· promote each other

· find ways of enabling all young people, whatever their background, to take part in club activities

· agree expectations and goals for young people

· share a common approach to working with young people

· share a common approach to involving their parents/carers

· communicate well with young people and their parents/carers

· build on what young people learn in both settings

· recognise, celebrate and share their acheivements

· share and develop teaching and coaching expertise

· share facilities, equipment and resources

· understand the roles and responsibilities of other agencies that contribute to and support the link (for example Partnership Development Managers and County Sports Partnerships) 

When a school and sports club are working well together, young people: 

· are able to balance their commitment to, and involvement in, the school and club

· understand how their experiences in school and at the club complement each other

· understand how their involvement in PE, school and club sport contributes to a balanced healthy lifestyle

· recognise how PE prepares them for their involvement in clubs as a junior and beyond school age

· choose club programmes that are suited to what they want to achieve

· move confidently between school and club

· feel comfortable with a range of people from different backgrounds and of different ages

· take part in a range of activities in both the school and club environments. 

From Sport UK

SCHOOL-CLUB LINKS
 

Why is it important to have effective school-club links?  High quality links between schools and clubs enable young people to: make the most of their experiences in both settings; try out new sports; feel comfortable in a club setting and, as a result, be more likely to continue participating once they leave school.
 

Read on for details on what makes an effective link, what benefits young people, schools and clubs get from effective links, and examples of school-club agreements.
· The benefits to schools and clubs
· What makes an effective link?
· The outcomes
· School-Club agreements
· Who else can be involved? 
· How can I find out more?
· Clubmark and school-club links
 

 

The Benefits to Schools & Clubs
 

Creating partnerships between schools and clubs helps to create continuity between school sport and sport in the wider community and is becoming increasingly common. Linking with schools can benefit clubs by:
· Increasing numbers and membership of young people
· Providing the opportunity for young people to develop volunteer roles within the club, including coaching/leadership and officiating
· Creating the opportunity to share school facilities, expertise and equipment
· Opening up club access to a wider community
 

What makes an effective link?
 

When a school and sports club are working well together, they:
· talk to each other and respect each other
· promote each other
· find ways of enabling all young people, whatever their background, to take part in club activities
· agree expectations and goals for young people
· share a common approach to working with young people
· share a common approach to involving their parents/carers
· communicate well with young people and their parents/carers
· build on what young people learn in both settings
· recognise, celebrate and share their achievements
· share and develop teaching and coaching expertise
· share facilities, equipment and resources
· understand the roles and responsibilities of other agencies that contribute to and support the link (eg partnership development managers and county sports partnerships)
 

The Outcomes
 

When a school and sports club are working well together, young people:
· are able to balance their commitment to, and involvement in, school and the club
· understand how their experiences in school and at the club complement each other
· understand how their involvement in PE, school and club sport contributes to a balanced, healthy lifestyle
· recognise how PE prepares them for their involvement in clubs as a junior and beyond school age
· choose club programmes that are suited to what they want to achieve
· move confidently between school and club
· feel comfortable with a range of people from different backgrounds and of different ages
· take part in a range of activities in both the school and club environments
 

School-Club Agreements
 

An important factor in maintaining good working relationships is to agree to a set of criteria that both school and club can deliver to the mutual benefit of both and the young people involved.
 

Developing links with schools requires coordination and good communication so that both parties understand their role and the services/opportunities that they will provide. This template (click here) gives an example of a sporting partnership agreement between several schools and a club. This could be used to develop an understanding and basis for an effective school-club link.
 

 

Who else can be involved?
 

Other organisations in the community can also be of value to clubs. In Surrey, each local authority has a sports/leisure development officer, and their are numerous sports-specific development officers, all forming part of the Surrey Sports Partnership.  These officers can support club development in a number of ways:
· Keeping clubs informed of wider sporting opportunties taking place locally and nationally
· Providing training opportunties for coaches, administrators and other club personnel
· Helping with applications for funding
· Creating links with schools
· Sourcing facilities or accessing time at facilities
· Linking with other sport and community programmes
· Supporting club promotions
· Helping in the writing of development plans
· Lists of local sports clubs
· Lists of local schools
 

How can I find out more?
 

For further guidance on making links with other partners, why not attend one of the Running Sport Developing Sporting Partnerships/Developing Junior Clubs workshops run locally - just £15 which covers the 3-hour course and a comprehensive home study pack resource.
 

 

Clubmark & School-Club Links
 

The Clubmark programme requires the club to name a person who is willing to act as a key link between the club and those organisations with whom it wishes to develop partnerships.  This appointment enables the club to be more effective in its liaison with external agencies.
 

CLUBMARK criteria in this area requires clubs to:
· Have contact with at least one local school/youth organisation
· Have contact with their local authority, the Surrey Sports Partnership and their sports' National Governing Body (NGB)
 

 

